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This publication is devoted to playing diplomatic game ■ , of which the ioit 
popular is Dipl oiacy t des i gned by A . Cahlme r back when force nbi 
considered the essential eleient of international dipl oiacy .Personally, I 
prefer variants, but bob t of then have now ended . . More variants will 
appear soietiie next year. My only current game opening is in Diplomacy 
You can get 15 issues of this particular edition for ten bucbc. If you 
would rat he r saip Ie it a few tiles, this will cost you 75£ per 1 ssue . My 
address, if you still want it, is: 

David K. HcCruib, Route 1 , Box 10 , Shawesvi 1 le, VA 24162 
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Notes from Myself 

■om't forget the address change, 
•avid HcCruab 
Route 1 , Box 10 
Shawm vi He, TA 24162 

No phono yet . 

I finally finished the reviews, and here they are. If you think they 
are a waste of time* aorry, but I like them. Next year, you may even set 
more of them. 

I hove had several people request a new Dip Gaae. I will relent and 
open one now rather than wait until the new year. The game fee will be 
$5.00, and I will be using Buropean rules. In other words, Spring/Spring 
Retreats will be one turn, and Fall/Fall Retreats/Winter will be the other 
turn. Winter 1901 will be separate, but all other Fall/Winter turns will 
be combined. the advantage of playing this way is that you don't have to 
conduct negotiations based on contingencies. 




CoMwsts oo Pol 1 Tms From Russia w/ Love Tony B rooks 

Germany ' m suicide attach on Rubs ia obvioua ly did not work . 
unfortunately for Russia, Germany was actually a pawn for England 
throughout the whole game. Germany did not once move to defend her 
homel and from on ob v ious attack from England. I f el t I could have 
defeated Germany, but everyone else decided to get into the act against 
me . 

I think T did pretty good considering i had to defend again s t 
Bng 1 and , Aus trie, Turkey, and the suicidal German. It was definitely an 
Interesting game, WW II repeated itself up to 1944. However, it must be 
a hoi low victory for England, since she didn't have any enei les . It was 
interesting, good luck to all in the next war , even Germany . 
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This years DtpCon wa* an extravaganza which tried to cover every 
ait»*ct of the Diplomacy hobby. Variants* computer, and ftf (aslnf ware 
played k as we 1 1 as a hist or y test and various exhibit a offered - 

I didn't participate until Saturday ■drnlag, ao I misaed a few 
even I s „ Friday afternoon a Larry Peery ho a ted an open house for those who 
had alraady arrived. In the spirit of a decathlon, they held a brick 
toss. Matt McVeigh of Britain woo this event by causing: its cancelation 
after his throw. It seems that Larry fully expected the 140 feet of hi* 
back yard to be large enough, but when Matt let loose with a discus style 
throw, the brick sailed 160 feet and Landed on top of a red Firebird. I 
understand that the damage waa aettled and Matt waa not deported. 

A second event that afternoon dea.lt with a scavenger hunt. Corks, 
painted in the seven basic colors, were spread in a large area. At the 
command of go, players tried to pick up all the corka they could. Then 
the trading begins. The object of the gaae was to trade with the other 
players until you got 18 corka of your color* If you managed to get 18 
corks of another color, you could still declare yourself a winner by 
announcing a revolution had taken place and you have seized power. Tin 
<?) won the first game, and Matt won the second. Larry says he would 
like to try this In a pool next year. Any takers? 

That evening, casing got underway with the variant tournament . The 
gaae this year was SktnnyDlp It, and the QM waa Fred Davis. Steve Sal th 
won thLa event by capturing a nolo win aa Russia on Board 2, while Hohn 
Cho and Erik Adenetedt (from Vienna, Austria) shared a 2-way draw as 
Auatria and Geraeny t respect 1 vely . 

Saturday aorning. Diplomacy atarted. The firat event was the teaa 
coapet it ton . A seven aeaber teaa each plays a di f f erent country on a 
different board. My teaa* CADa Plus Five, consisted of: A-David Hood 
(4w+Sc}, S-Steve Courteaanche (lc), F-Mark Lew (3c), O-Dave HcCruab (3c), 

1- Vine •* Lutterbie (3w+Tc), H-Mike Pinkerton (lc), and T-Tia Minnig <4c). 
He caae in fifth place, but one diatinction we had waa that the only 
othe r teaa to have all seven pi ayera survive won the contest. The name 
of thia teaa waa Cameron's Cal i f orn i ans » even though all the players were 
not froa California- They aanaged aix draws between thea, and the 
seventh player survived with one center- (Reaeaber, Don, you owe ae for 
that. > 

The first round of the Individual Tournaaent was that evening, and 
the second round Sunday aorning. I'll tell you the details of ay gases 
e taewhere , but f or s iaplicl t y sake , I was eliminated twice in 1904* as 
France and Germany. Hohn Cho won this event in apectacular fashion with 
an 18 center win aa Turkey, and a 2-way draw as Italy. Coupled with his 

2- way draw aa France in the Teaa Tournaaent and 2-way draw in the Variant 
Tournaaent, this was an lapresaive weekend of Diploaacy for hie* Place 
two through five were: Kick Del iaef f , Lance Anderson, Steve Cooley, and 
Jeff McKee. Nick and Jeff were kind enough to eliainate ae in Gaae 2, 
and I aa currently allied with Lance in a pba Clin* 9 game in which we 
are going down hill quickly. 

There were several other events going on during the whole weekend. 
One of the aost popular was a Gunboat Diploaacy tournaaent. I don't like 
to play Gunboat ftf, and so I didn't participate. Bob Aube won this with 
a 19 center win aa Italy. There were three other wins, but with leas 

center*. These players were: Ron Caaeron (England), Steve Cooley 
( Aust r i a ) , and Mark Lew (Geraany) . 

A North Aaer i can D ip 1 oaacy Board Bxaa was given aa part of the 
scoring system this year. tt consisted of 25 questions dealing with the 
game board and various facts concerning the pbm hobby . Edi Dirson, one 
of the hobby oldtUers (He attended DlpCon I back In 1966) , got 15 
answers correct to win. I didn't take it, but looking it over, I think I 
would have gotten 13 correct, and possible 3-5 more. After all, who 
cares when John and Kathy Caruso's birthdays are? 

Computer Diploaacy (i.e. Avalon Hill's version) was used aa another 
con t est. The major p rob lea with this was that they determined the winner 
by the amount of real time that it took to reach 18 centers. This turned 
it into a typing test. It also helped to have played before as the 
abbreviations are aome t i mes different and the normal ayn t ax used in the 
pbm hobby Is not used in thia version. There are also some serious f 1 aws 
in the game. For example, certain countries wilt not attack you when yon 
invade them until it is to late. I was told that Austria can walk right 
down the Italian boo t before Italy rea ponds . Only eight people played, 
with Jeff McKee winning in 13:10. Hohn Cho took 13:40, while Eric 
Newhouae took 16:30. 

Hh ile there were champ ions announced in every division, an extra 
this year was that an overall champ ion was declared. The var ioua games 



were grouped into two categories, major and Minor events. The sujar 
events incl uded ; Variants, fean Tournameti t , Individual Tournaaent , and 
Coiputer D ip 1 oi«cy . Tbe Minor events were; Gunboat , the exai , and the 
open huuce events . Each mju r event was worth 40 point*, with t he winner 
of the event getting the 40, and those placing below that getting 39, 38, 
etc Only t he two highest acorns counted. The ainar events were worth 
20 points, with scoring decreasing fro» the 20, with .only the top score 
count ing toward* the final tally. This Left a total of 100 possible 
po i n t s . 

By ing this my at em t the final results were very ■ c rewy, to say the 
least. The winner of DlpCon XXII, with 92 point*, was Kdi Birnan, I 
know the Hdi is a good player, having been eliminated by him over the 
weekend , but Hobo Cho had a win end two 2 -way draws. He only came in 
aeventb! And if that was n't bad enough* the eighth place was captured 
by Bill Gallagher who scored 33 points for covin g in last in the com put er 
division, 32 poiats for surviving with one center in the variant game , 
and 13 points for coning ia next to last in the exam * He also earned 23 
unused points from the Team competition (even though ha was eliminated) 
and 0.5 po ints from the individual games for a 4-center survival. There 
were also some questions about aome of the other top ten finishers, but 1 
won ' t go into that now . 

The Awards banquet una very nice . It waa an alios t f or ma 1 banquet, 
with Chicken Kiev the main course. In addition to announcing all of the 
ab nve ■ awards , several others were given. The Don Miller Award for 
"outstanding servi ce to the hobby" waa g i ven to Doug Aches on . The Rod 
Walker Award for "literary achievement was awarded to THE GENEBAL for 
their special iaaue devoted to Di p loaacy . ( Ken Hager , Brie taw % on , Bruce 
I. j naey , Sex Mart in) Tbe John Honing Award for "best pi ayer of the year" 
went to Marc Peters of the Madlada. 

There were a few other awards . Bes t Poland (quickest elimination) 
went to Nick Marks { Italy out in F03 ) , Beat Pee r i javo ( neat es t orders) to 
Erik Adenatedt, ladies Only Event to Cathy Ostog, and Duck Williams Crying 

Towe 1 to Michael tie if man for walking out of his game . It was announced 
in the program that there wou Id an awards for cards, and since that was 
never announced , I per a onnal ly claim it for mys e If. In add! t ion to my 
good play, I also bid and made a 7 No Trump Doubled hand during the 
afternoon aession. Sharyn and I then atayed up until 3:30 playing bri dge 
with Susan Welter and Jeff McKee. 

The Hobby Meet ing was held on S Unday to pick the site for next 
years D ipCon . There were four bids presented at the meet ing . Cathy Ozog 
presented bids for Phr o 1 iCon (Mt. LuUrel , HJ ) , a an a 1 1 ic i hiicb f Lction 
convention, and Origins (Atlanta, OA), a huge gaming con; I presented 
the bid for Atlant iCon (Baltimore, MD), a fairly 1 arge gaming con ; and 
David Hood presented a bid for DixieCoo (Chapel Hill, HC ) , a small 
D i p I oiacy only con ■ The re then f ol 1 Owed a very spirited deb at e over 
which site was the beat. PhroiiCan was e 1 iainat ed early because it waa 
felt that they were not really a Diplomacy con v ant ioo, and the interest 
of the con ndm i ns t r a t i on was unknown as the sponsor of the bid. Robert 
Sacks t was not present, AtlantiCon received a oae ser ious cons i derat ion 
and quite a bit of support during the discussion from the east coast 
players present, however I fee 1 that it waa not we 11 enough known to the 
west coast to compete against the other two bide. Origins, which rotates 
around the country to different Cities much as D i pCon does , had a lot of 
auppor t . DiNieCon waa ita hurdle, and this proved to much for it to 
overcome . The major reason waa that pavid Hood was the on ly sponsor t o 
actually bid for his own event. Both Cathy and I were presenting bids 
for others who could not be present. Because of this* David was able to 
answer every little quest ion t hat popped up . He also recogniz ed that 
Origins was his major competitor, and pointed out the coat differential 
and the type of convention each was . D i x i eCon won approx imately B0* of 
the vote on the first ballot, which came as a big surprise to me becaus e 
of all the people that had been discussing Origins. However, upon 
talking to them later, they told ma that they had been convinced by 
David ' s argument that a Dip onl y convention would draw better players , 
and give better games , than a con were anybody who couldn ' t get into 
another session might wonder in to play. 

Th is was a very fun weekend. While my D iplomacy did not go aa we 1 1 
as I would have liked, I did meet a lot of people, some of whom I had 
beard about, others whom I had corresponded with, and quite a few I had 
never even heard about. The 1 eve 1 of play was the best I have ever seen, 
much to my detr imen t . There were seven TAQ subscriber* present, so we 
could have had a TA0 Team if we could have gotten it organized. (We will 
have one next year!) I am very glad that I went, and aaide from the 
screwed up scoring sys t em and P iedaon t (may they reat in peace) sending 
■y Luggage to Rale igh/ Durham instead of Roanoke , I was very pleased with 
how things went. 1*11 see you next year in Chupel Mill. 



The Ft rat oueet Ion that cdhcb to mind upon rending loiebody else 
reiiniicei about a vacation it, "Why are we being bored with thig?" 
There are actually several r»iont for artlclea such as this . The beat 
reason la bo I c an read t hi a article again in five or ten years and 
remember many of the tblngi X did. And regard lesi of what many think, 
t here are people who enjoy these articles , whether f ro« cur I os 1 1 y or a 
dea ire t o glean Informal ion for one of their future vacat ions. And so , 
thinking of those few people, 1 will give an account of my recent 
vac at ion to Csl i f orn ia . 

Our trip started at Si 30 am on July 27 when we left for the Roanoke 
airport. Our flight Mas on time, and we boarded and left with no 
trouble, There was fog oil the way to Charolette, HC unt 1 1 we we re about 
five ilnute* from the airport * bo this was a rather boring hop. In 
i charolette, we only had time to check out the gift shop to aee if any of 
Sharyn'a book were there (None of the airports we were in this trip had 
any ays t cries except for Chriatle, Leone rd , and McDonald. ) before hopping 
on our f 1 ight wea t . 

Once boarding had taken place, we taxied out the runway were we sat 
for 30 minutes in a long line of planes weiting to take off. Visibility 
was down to less than half a mile* but by the time it was our turn, noa t 
of the fog had burned away . The f 1 1 ght west waa gorgeous . This being 
t he f i ra t t ime I had flown in the dayt ime a i nee the age of six, the 
sights overwhelmed le. 1 have trouble picking out highlights. The 
Appa 1 ach ian Mountains were a diaappolqtaent became my depth percept ion 
is not very good. Crossing the Mississippi waa interesting because we 
paralleled it for about ten minutes. You could aee the barge traffic 
moving along it* and the size of the sandbars were astounding for ^someone 
who grew up along the Ohio and Kanawha Rivera • The desert was 
t n t erea ting not for the desert * but for the green farms that sudden ty 
appeared out of nowhere . They mainly used circle-i rrigation were a 
central location aervea as a water source, and a pipe cornea out which is 
pu 1 1 ed about the field by a tractor, form ing a circle* There would be 
dozens of these circles* with b r own desert between and on each s ide of 
them. 

We had a 40 minute layover 1 n Phoen i x * and rather than worry about 
hav Ing to reboard, we decided t o remain on board . Twen ty minutea later, 
they announced over the i n t ercom that there waa a problem with the p lane 
and there would be a two hour layover. We jot off, went to the local 
gift ahop to buy pos t card a , and then had a very good Hex i can meal in the 
airport restaurant. We event ual 1 y got b ack to the board! ng area, and I 
checked on the pi sue. They said every th i ng was fine, and it would be 
leaving two hours late. We sat back to read. Half an hour later* they 
sudden 1 y announced that the flight was canceled. Th is had never happened 
before, so we listened for the instructions on what to do. When they 
were not forthcoming, I went up to the desk and asked. "Oh . we put 
everyone on that flight onto a SouthWest Air flight an hour ago." Well, 
they hadn * t , as a everal o f us found nut. They made out t icke t s for us , 
and we even t ual ly got a f 1 ight to San Diego after not mak I ng t he a tandby 
list on t he next two f 1 i ght s . 

I liked the Southwest flight the best of all the flights we took. 
The a 1 1 en dan ta we re friendlier and more relaxed . The plane waa 
comf ort ab le . And the v lew waa gorgeous . I was ab le to see the depth 

much better in the Arizona/California desert, and the aountaina were 
fascinating* Ton could aee every footpath and water run as they worked 
their way through and around the mountains- San Diego did not impress me 

r on approach like Phoenix had, but It was interesting seeing how tpread 
out it actual ly waa . 

San Diego has a very nice airport. We were able to find our luggage 
with no trouble. In fact, it had arrived three hours before we had. We 
got our rental car, a Mercury Topaz, which la Just a fancier version of 

i our Tempo. The guy that checked it out to us not only bad the same 

birthday as me, but also born in the same year. I have never met anybody 
with the same day of birth before. Him glorious Job of checking out 
rental can ah owed me that I am not doing all that badly. 

Upon leaving the airport, we only got lost once when we missed a 
quick turn after another quick turn. We got that straightened out, and 
headed to the Town and Country Hotel were DipCon waa being held. We 
checked in, lay down for a short nap before dinner, and didn't wake up 
until the next morning. 

One advantage to traveling west is that you have no trouble getting 
up in the morning. I was able to read the paper before the aun came up. 
a treat since it doesn't arrive at home until 7 am. We ate breakfnat 
aoon after the closest rest aurant opened » and planned our day . 




The first trip was to Hexico. We drove part way to the border, and 
caught the trolley the rest of the way. It is a very nice ayatei. The 
only thing comparable is the DC subway, and this was nicer because it was 
above ground and you had a view. Of course, the traffic probably didn't 
like it because they always hud to stop. We arrive in San Ysidro about 9 
am, got a cold drink at the local McDonalds (Sharyn kept trying to figure 
out if that was the one were the lassecre look place in "84, hut it 
waan't; that one was demolished), and walked across the border. We 
walked across at a slow time, and dido* t have anybody to follow since we 
had no idea were to go. We finally decided to take a taxi, after several 
drivers instated. We finally agreed on a price of $2. 00 for the trip to 
down town Tiajuanna, The driver took the interstate down about three 
Miles, circled around three or four tines, then cnie back the three Biles 
and let us off about four blocks frost were we got in. He tried to say we 
agreed on $3.00, but he took the 2. While he had tried to lake the trip 
see* longer , we did sianage to see a little bit sore of Hex icq. 

T i a J u anna was a depressing place. I hated stoat of i t * T be p lace 
was dirty, smelly, and everyone was so desperate to sell, they would grab 
you off the street and try and steer you into their shops . I like 
haggling over prices, but they were ridiculous. Me looked at one chess 
set which the owner of the shop said he would sell for *40. Within 30 
seconds, he had dropped to *35, $30, then $25 without sic saying a word. 
He eventually went to $18, go we bought it. We Mainly bought gifts 
because there was very little that impressed either of us. I didn't find 
anything 1 would want. Sharyn did buy a beautiful hand Made table cloth 
with Matching napkins (which subsequent ly disappeared someplace on the 
way ho») and two siall leather suitcases » but the silver and clothes did 
not impress her . 

We then decided to head back. This tiae. *e asked direct ions, end 
were able to walk. Customs was interesting. I would like to know how 
they decide who to search when crossing the border. They Made Sharyn 
open all her bags, and they went through each of then, including her 
purse. He, they asked were I lived ("Virginia". "No, what country?" 

"United States". ["Stupid", I thought. 1), and let me through, even though 
I was carrying More. We got on t he trolley, rode b ack to the car, and 
had a quick 1 unch . 

Our next s top was the San Diego Zoo. This i s were Joan Bsbry , the 
lady on Johnny Car son who brings the animals, is f roi . Me had wanted to 
see this for a long t ine . There was a lot of walking, but it was war t h 
it- They had aniiala fro* all over. We saw the albino koala bear along 
with everything else you expect to see in a zoo. The plants were 
especially impressive* They had more plants than animals, and from all 
over , they had built a rain forest, a desert (not hard in southern 
California), and an attempt at grasslands. It was very impressive. 

We had dinner in the Old Town section of San Diego. We walked 
around and looked first, but it seemed 1 ike any other old sett lemen t to 
me, slightly different than Virginia, but the same a tmo sphere . We ate at 
Casa di band in i , which was located in one of the older buildings, if not 
the oldes t still standing. Me ate outside in the court. There was a 
roving mariachi band, which was very nice as long as they weren't to 
close to you {very loud). The food was different, but not spectacular. 
I had f 1 ounder cooked using a Hex lean sauce , whi 1 e Sharyn had a omet hing 
with stir imp in it. (I don't really remember because I couldn't taste it. 
I aa allergic to ahel Irish, and all I needed to do Wan get dee thly sick 
the first day in town . ) The meal took shout two hours , but it was 
en joyab le and worth going to again. 

We drove back to the motel to rest, but decided to go see Batman in 
the theatre in the mall behind us. This was the first mov ie 1 had seen 
in over two years, and it was not the Batman I r eaeib e r ed from My 
chi Id hood. It was better, much More realistic. The thing I wou Id have 
like to see more of would of been how he developed his 'toys'. 

Sat urday and S unday I spent playing Dip* Sha ryn had a lecture aud 
autographing in Old Town on Saturday, were over 100 peop I e showed up . 
Sunday , she got a tour of the res t of San Pi ego from soma of her fans * 
and then we played cards most of the night* Monday morning, we packed up 
the car and headed to Los Angeles. 

So ut hern California must be the most depress ing ares in the united 
States. Our trip north was boring. There were low hills all around , and 
■ ■ltd as far as you could see* Occasionally, you could glimpse the 
Pacific to the west^ and some military helicopters flew over a couple of 
t 1 mes , but that was about it. We were waved through t hei r checking 
station on the interstate, so we didn * t get to find out what they were 
looking for {contaminated fruit, illegal aliens, terrorists?). After 
driving about six days, we finally arrived in Us Angelas. 



What can I say about Lob Angelci. It is the most disgusting r.Ity I 
have ever been in. Of coune, I haven't been to Nam York in 15 years* 
but LA wa* worse than DC. The driver* were raving lunatic*. The 
pedestrian* were either stupid or had a death wish* And the air, well, I 
can't rftieiber the last time I could aee what I wai breathing. 

We spent ao*t of our tine on Venice Beach. For those not faailiar 
with thi* ares* in the opening- credits of "Huntar 11 when you see the girls 
roller skating, that is Venice Beach, We stayed with the woman who owned 
the bookstore were Sharyn was autographing. A beautiful little (and I 
Mean little} cottage, sitting on a postage at asp six houses froa the 
beach. Worth in the neighborhood of $600,000. The house across the 
alley was being sold for $350,000* but then it was a three atory mansion 
on a pos tage ilmip . 

The beach was beautiful. Pure white sand, tall palm trees, clear 
a k ies j and a park 1 lng water . Of course, the water waa so contaminated 
that it ws* recommended you don't awia in it. And after dark, you d on' t 
go out walking because of the gangs. We had looked forward to a nice 
■oonlight walk on the beach, but a row of public phone* was only a couple 
of blocks away, and that waa were t he drug dealer* would hang out waiting 
for calls about buya. The day was nice, though. We walked along the 
beach several tines. There were souvenir stalls, musicians* and all 
Banner of other kook a out . Me bought some aouveql r T-shi rt s , soaked up 
the sun , watched t he guy a lifting weight a at Muse le Beach , and enjoyed 
ourse 1 vea . 

Terry, the lady we were staying with, took us out to dinner that 
night * X t waa one of the local "hot spot*" that not everybody knows 
about yet. I Just about d i ed when 1 saw the prices. Evidently, Terry 
a aw how I reacted because s he quickly said that the books tore waa paying 
for dinner* so we could eat what we wanted,. I had aalaion, and while it 
waa good , it certainly wasn't worth what a he paid. And the service was 
terrible. The waiter acted like it was "our pleasure** that he bothered 
to serve us. And the idiot Juat couldn't get it through his head why I 
wanted to know if there was shrimp in the sauce they used. We ate our 
■eal whi le trying to talk over the noise. I can ' t remember ever being in 
such a loud restaurant, even the dinning halls at school weren't that 
bad. We did aee Gregory Hines, who was also there that evening. But 
overall* I was un impressed. 

The next day we went to Uni vers al Studios. T had not realized what 
1 1 was * and so was not thrilled about going, but I had a great tine, and 
was glad we went. We say many different things, some of which I found 
truly amazing. 

The first thing we did was sit in on a simulated taping of Star 
Trek . They took soae peop 1 e f rom the aud lence, dressed t hem up, and had 
then do a few scenes while they taped it. They then pi ayed i t back , 
inserting soae scenes from the Star Trek movies with Kirk and Spock. The 
acting waa not great , but the idea was interesting. 

Me saw a production of the "Castle QreyskuLl™ characters, whatever 
their names are. It was very good. Their curtain was falling water and 
the special effects were very well done. The dragon was great, though 
the warrior he ro got a little close the last time it breathed fire and 
got his hair a inged . The hand- 1 o-hand fight ing was overplayed, but 
since it was mainly for children , I wasn't surprised . The children, 
especially Spencer* would have loved it. 

The tram tour very informative. The thing that impressed me the 
most was the size of the sets. "McHale'i Navy", for those of you who 
remember it* used a pond about the size of the Capital Reflecting Pool in 
DC for the whole Pacific Ocean. "Jaws" was filmed on a larger pond, but 
not by much. This also had Cabot's Cove built along it. "The Chicken 
Ranch**, which sat out in the middle at a huge field in "The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Tckbh m , had only 10 yards of clear space around it. And 
Tarzan'a Jungle consisted of a dozen trees. How they made such small 
spaces appear so big is beyond ne . 

We got to see a live taping of a show. 1 1 was "American 
Gladiators", which you might have seen of TV this fall. We sat in on 
only one segment* the semifinals of the attack aection. This dealt with 
the player attacking a strong point, trying to hit a target with various 

weapons, while the gladiator shoots tennis ball* at them. From the tapes 
we saw, this was the moo t interesting part of the who 1 e compe t 1 1 i on . 

One stop showed how they put in some of the via ual effects for 
■ ov i es . For example, when Fred Astiar dances across the walls and 
ceilings, they were actually using a rotating room wh 1 le he danced , 
having the camera rotate with the room so it looked like he was upside 
down. Of course, they some t imes run Into p rob 1 ems doing this. 
Everything in the rooi must be fastened down. As an example, they showed 



a picture of one guy playing cards on a TV, then the guide walked into 
the picture on the wall. Actually, the card pUyer was sitting on the 
wall. His chair and table were bolted there, and the cards were 
Magnetized to stick to the table. 

Their Earthquake was interested, and scared a few people in our car- 
X found it lore interesting because of the engineering forces they had to 
exert to do everything they did, and. then put it back in 30 seconds so 
the next car could go through- Of course, part of it was nade of foun, 
so that lade it a bit more eusior. 

They had faaoug props sitting all around. The HITT Cur fro* "Night 
Rider" seeaed to be the Boat popular, but the children enjoyed the sets 
frouj "Honey, I Shrunk the Kids". King Kong's head was large, but looked 
Juat like any other artificial Mask . 

That evening. Sharyn gave her talk and autographing session in 
Venice Beach. This was the first tUe I had ever seen her as "the 
author". Everyone caie up afterwards and introduced themselves. Three 
of the tunnel rats froi "Beauty and the Beast" went on for ten Minutes 
about how everyone on the set loved "fiiabo's". We net John Hocack(?) who 
wrote the book and screenplay for "Born on the Fourth of July" , To« 
Cruise* latest lovic. There were also a few other aewi-faaous people 
there, but I didn't catch all their naaes . 

The next day, Wednesday, we did general tourist things. We went to 
Ho 1 lywood in the Horning. We walked along the "Walk of the Star", went 
past the Actors Guild building, and looked around Grusman's Theatre. He 
ate at a little greasy hamburger joint along the walk, one of the beat 
■ ea 1b we had on the trip. We drove around try ing to get a good v iew of 
the Hollywood sign and saw a lot of the city that way. It didn't look 
any different fro* any other city such as Alexandria, but you knew you 
were in Hollywood* and that aud it aeui different, aoiehow. 

Our next stop was in Beverly Bills. We got lost on the way (don't 
ever let Sharyn navigate. "Oh, look at that beautiful garden*** "Were do 
we turn?" "Who cares?" h Augh!"), but finally found it. Once again, 
nothing spectacular except for the prices along Rodeo Drive . The m t ores 
were definitely nicer than Boat stores, but not that much. Their 
T-shirt store (yes, even on Rodeo Drive) was ridiculous. The cheapest 
shirt was $26.96:, Much more than the 3/$10 we paid on Venice Beach for 
the same shirts. Sharyn had to buy something, so ahe finally settled on 
a skirt ♦ We looked in a few of their galleries, were not impressed, and 
laughed at the prices. It seeaed like a lot of hype aver nothing to pe. 

By then, it was getting late, so we headed back to Venice Beech, We 
packed up, said our goodbyes, and went and got a motel roo* near the 
airport. The next Horning, I caught my flight east, while Sharyn took 
hers to San Francisco and the rest of her book tour. 

The flight was nice and boring. There were c louds the whole way - I 
watched the in-flight movie "Major Leagues", read for a while and slept. 
I arrived in Charolette with five sinutei to catch my flight to Roanoke. 

At least this hop I could see, but was unable to figure out where we were 
until we popped over Mill Mountain were landing at the airport. I then 
found out that they had routed my luggage to Sale igh/Durh.» instead of 
Roanoke, I guess the baggage clerk at LAX thought tbay were the esse. 

I got a ride hone, played with the children, and read until the 
lisiousine finally delivered my found luggage around 1 as. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this vacation. It was ay first real one in 
over three years. I am looking forward to the next one already. Row 
that I have the time and aoney to travel, I hope to do a lot sore of it. 
In fact, I Just found out that we can get airfares for $126 anyplace in 
the US until December £0. I wonder where I * 11 go? 
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Sharyn HcCruiib 



I started out worrying about my computer, and ended up 
worrying about t he fate of the wor Id . 

I write (novels* lastly) on a very big AT computer with two 
hard disks, more memory than Einstein, and sp 1 it -second reaction 
I iae . For what i t com t , it ought to sleep six and cook a turkey 
in half an hour, but 1 must admi t , it's a soph is t icat ed mach laa . 
If you don ' t like the order of your par s graphs , you can type in 
a command and switch t hem around ; if you don * t like a word you 
Just used, you can push "Thesaurus* and it will suggest soma 
o t he r words you coul d try. After you finish writing your p i ece , 
you push "Control f 2" and it will check the ape lling of all your 
words , tf it thinks it knows the word you mean t , it will offer a 
Suggested correction, like "to" if you ace i deb t al 1 y typed in 

It's only a machine. Tt doesn't know all the words that I 
know , e specie 1 1 y proper names * 1 1 quest ions "Sara" and * Boucher N 
and "Spencer. ™ It even misses some ordi nary words than any chi Id 
would know, 1 ike **ads ** and "uncalled. ** That * a okay . I know that 
machines canno t contain all the millions of words we have in our 
language , inc 1 ud ing the ones we've borrowed f rom other folks , 
like "safari.** and "igloo," and "Minja. " I can accept that. 

I worry abou t the wor da i t does know . 

I was working on a short story for teenager a , and for 
detail I mentioned a thrash metal group called "Megadeth." 
They give t hemse 1 vea odd names , these rock bands . When I f in la had 
a f ew pages , I Spa 1 1 — checked t he tax t , and sure enough t he 
machine flagged "Megadeth." Pine; I didn't expect it to know 
rock groups . ftot instead of J Us t stopping at the word , it 
offered an alternative. "Megadeath , " it flashed on my screen. 

No , I thought imp at ien 1 1 y , as I pushed t ha leave- i t -alone 
key. X meant Negadeth the heavy metal band, not Megadeath: that 
means ... I froze . 

Megadeath means * One million deaths ; used as a un it in 
atomic warfare.** Why does my machine know that word? Why does 
t hat word exist 7 Why are we thinking up terms like that , and why 
would a computer that doean * t know "ads" know about "megadeat h"T " 

I get t ha same Uneasy fee 1 ing about the T act t hat t here 1 s 
a whole genre of fiction cal led "post -hoi ocaus t 1 iterature, " 
which is defined as stories that take place after a nuclear war 
has ravaged the planet. Harlan Sllieou'e "A Boy and His Dog** la 
a famous example £ mo ia "A Cant icle for Leibowi t r . " There* a not 
Just one story baaad on that idea, mind you; there ia a whole 
t ype of f ic t ion wi th that one theme . 

I think I * m afraid that a ub conscious ly we have all accepted 
the fact that it ia going to happen. And I don ' t want us to blow 
up the world, and I don 1 t want us to create a vocabulary that 
can be used only for t ha t si t uat ion. When books, and fi las , nnd 
even a computer starts treating the unthinkable so mattei — of— fac- 
tly, J begin to be afraid. The first step toward making something 
happen i a to put it into words , 
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PLATING THE OA*! 

There 1 ■ not a lot to write about concern! nf my Dl pi oiacy durltif 
DipCon XXII* I don't know what the probtea w«t t but I don't think It 
was the diplomacy as I negotiated exactly aa I did at DixicCon . I do 
know that ay name was we J: 1 k nown . aa a couple of pi ay era told me other 
players had tri ed to set up a] llancea bayed on this* Since I wan an 
outsider, this may have a f Tec ted me a Little more than the local top 
pl ayen, but then it doean't expl ain how soie of the others did ok ♦ 

My first game waa in the teaa tournament. Our captain wn "avid 
Hood, and ao the name of the teaa became CAD a Plus Five. I waa our 
German repreaen t a t i ve . The other p 1 ayera in my (aac were Don Will iaaa 
a a Auatria , Larry Cr on in aa England, Char I ie Otte aa France , Bob Aube aa 
Italy, Eric Newhouae aa Rusa i a , and B rooke Raasch aa Turkey . 

I deci ded to approach this gone using ay noraal tactic aa Geraany , 
that la, to take out England with French help. Charlie waa very 
wl lllng a and ao waa b orn ay only real alliance during the whol e weekend . 
I managed a neutrality pack with Auatria and Italy, while Ruaaia 
pro* i aed to hove aouth. 

& veryt h i ng went a a planned during the first t wo yea ra . E ng 1 and waa 
in terrible shape, controlling only his hoae centers* and each of thea 
waa threatened. Un f o r t una t ely , he fa ad con V i need Rue a i a to Coae to h i a 
aid, and Eric had reaponded to the plea with a vengean ce . Part of 
Larry * a long survival waa possible due to Turk a ya demise in 1 903 , but 
the aain Instigator waa Larry himael f . He put up auch a ferocious 
defense that he waa ab le to a 1 ow ui Jus t enough un t i 1 t he Ruaiian unite 
arri ved. It did not he lp h La any In the long run aa he waa f 1 na I ly 
eliminated in 1905, but by that tlae, Ruaaia waa preaalng all over. 
Italy had allied with Ruaaia to squeeze Auatria In the Middle, and was 
□ow preaalng ay ally France* I was unable to gain any centers, na the 
onl y way for our alliance to be guar an t eed gain! ng ground always seeaed 
to Involve me supporting Charlie. It was very frustrating* but it waa 
our only 'hope veraea the R/I onalaugfat. 

We p layed 1906, hoping to pull off soae t ype of m i rac le . That 
■lracle did not occur, and we lost a lot of territory. I then told Bob 
and Charlie told Brie that we would ally with t he other and support thea 
to a win if they didn't vote for the 2-way draw. Needleaa to aay, the 
draw paaaed. The final aupply center count waa A-l (Don, you owe ae 
for that), E-0, F-6, 0-3, 1-11, R-13, T-0 . 

My next game was the following aornlng in the individual 
tournament . Once aga in, I was Germany . The other a were: A- Greg Ellis, 
B-Nlck Harks, F-Hike Pinkerton, I-Steve Smith, R-Edi Biraan, T-Geoff 
Richard. 

While I dislike triple alliances, I allowed Myself to be talked 
into forming one with Mike and Nick. I was aure it would work, and for 
the first year it did. Then, and I have no idea why , Nick stabbed ae in 
1902. 1 tumbled from 5 centers down to 2. And I continued to attack 
Ruaaia. Everyone else though t I waa crazy . but I real 1 y had no choice. 
I could turn an England and hia aupe rior forces and a 1 low Ruas la to 
walk into my remaining two cent era , or continue aga Ins t Russi a , hoping 
that I could gain some thing be fore England took me out . 

I didn ' t gal n anything ngai na t Ed i, but I did manage to hold him 
off. I also managed to convince Hick that I waa vital for his future 

campaign againat Ruaaia. He evidently agreed, because not only did he 
all ow ae to survive, he actively support ed ae in Berlin. 

During 1904, Nick got greedy. Me aaked me if he could take me out 
before Russia took ay remaining two centers. Hating to be eliminated 
( having never been eliminated from a tournament game before), I said no. 
It did no good* He came at me that spring, ao prior to the fa 11 season, 
T tried to work some t h i ng out with Ru&s ia and Italy, 1 1 failed, and I 
was out in 1 904 , my first elimination, after 12 games . 

The game continued only one more year or so, I think I was the 
only elimination, but it waa an E/F/I/H draw. I think this waa a 
mistake aa any two of these four it could easily have made it a 2-way 
draw after only two aore years. 

I usually do not like playing two games of Diplomacy in the aame 
day, but my first one was so short, I felt ready for the second round 
that evening. I drew France, a country I have always done well with. 
My opponents were: A-Davld Hyera, B-Nick Belioeff, fl-Jeff McKee , I-Bob 
Aube, R-Aave Villadaen, T-Tim Minning. I can remember claeses in which 
there were as many aa seven Davids , but I never saw a Diplomacy game 
with more than two , and that a rarity. 



1 1 

After «y first two di aappoi ntneqta, I was ready to do good in this 
taie. I didn't want a triple in this after my previous experience, ma I 
had to choae between Bug laud and Qenany. Both gave good offers, but I 
fe 1 t mo re coafort ab 1 e with England's offer- I had felt uu t Bus* in for 
his help in Scaudihavln ( and had gotten only a lukewara response . J 
decided to attack Germany , and would spend the first year setting up for 
it . 

Th i n gs went as I expected. The west saw each country gain two new 
centers, I jumped the gun and sude a grab for Munich, but Italy also 
went there, and so we bounced ■ T later found out that this was 
arranged j and B ab was not attacking Jeff, a nova that Hob would later 
cohc t a reg re t - 

After my aborted attempt at Munich, ay builds of two aniei caie as 
no surprise. England's builds of fleets, and Germany's split were not 
surprises either. Italy built anot her fleet , and I got worried . 
However , I figured I could hold off Germany with the armies and my fleet 
could move around to block any feeble Italian attack. 

The second year was devastating. England s tabbed me as hard as 
poss ible . I didn * t loose any center* , but the stab went very deep. I 
took i t persona 1 ly, I am sorry to say. This was my t h i rd game that was 
going down the tubes, and I was damned if he would get anything out of 
it. And if I say so py«el f » I put up fen admi rah le de f ense . 

I knew that I would eventually loose things to him* and to prevent 
thia* I offered my centers to Germany. I was hoping to al low him to 
gain them quick enough to get England worried, and a war break out 
between them, a I lowing me to survive. I was rather nasty and vi ndlc t i ve 
about i t , ref ua ing to even talk to Nick over the table. Jeff was a bit 
leery about my offer, but once I supported him into Burgundy, and then 
Marsei 1 Us, he got the i dea that I was serious. 

Since I had very little d iplomacy to do as ide from telling Jeff how 
I woul d support him into my centers, I had 15-20 minutes to wonder 
around talking. I found out Bod Walker and Ken Gestier were in teres ted 
in playing bridge , so we rounded up a fourth and began. In between 
hands , I ran back to the board and arranged for Nick (much to ay 
despair) and Jeff to take my four remaining centers than fall. 

The game went on far another three years but it eventually ended 
in an S/Q draw. The final Supply Center was: A-l, B-ll, r~0. Q-ll, I-fi, 
R- 1 „ T-5 . The draw was preordained as soon as I cap i tula ted. And 
while I did give up to go play bridge, my decision was not based on this 
alone. As soon as England attacked me, I started warning the east that 
E/Q was getting ready to roll. Nothing happened, unless you count their 
futsiag around with each other. Warnings each season went unheeded. By 
1904, I felt that it was to late, and decided my leaving would only 
hasten the inevitable. And it did. Once they saw my quick demise, they 
organized to try and stop Nick and Jeff, but I still feel that without 
my fall* they would have screwed around even longer. 

There was a very interesting psychological phenomenon that I came 
across in this game . This was what I refer to as the H Fuck the War Id, I 
Want It Over" syndrome* Once I was stabbed, I had no interest In the 
game. I have never felt that way before, but t now understand why some 
players suicide out of a game. You reach a breaking point, and 
continuing any further feels like torture. It wasn't even mainly caused 
by my last game, but rather the previous two,. I have been soundly 
stabbed before, but after three rotten games in 24 hours, I had had 
enough. 

The Bridge that afternoon was very enjoyable. 1 was originally 
partnered with Ken, while our opponents wera Rod and a rotating fourth, 
mainly Susan Welter. For the longest time, me and Susan seemed to be 
playing every other hand, usually to Just under game. I then got the 
hand you always dream about. I had 26 points, 3 aces, 3 kings, 2 
queens, and a jack- All I had in clubs was the queen. Susan, who had 
dealt, passed. Ken bid 3 clubs, signifying he didn't have 13 points 
(not surprising since I held all but 14 of them), but did have 7 clubs. 
Bod passed , as expected. I figured that between us, we had Q clubs, and 
even if Ken had the 7 lowest, we wouldn't loose more than 6 tricks, so I 
decided to find out what he had, and bid 4 No Trump. Ken's jaw dropped 
to the table. My bid bad asked bim how many aces he had, and he assumed 
I was screwing up. He bid 1 diamond (1 ace, which had to be the club), 
I bid 5 No Trump (how many kings?}; 1 Diamond {1 king, which had to be 
the club); 7 No Trump . Ken put down his hand end left, evidently to 
nervous to watch. I had some trouble setting transportation between the 
bands so that 1 could use Ken's clubs, but I managed, and came away with 
the hand. My finest feat of the weekend. 



** played a while longer, switching partner*. Susan and I played 
together, and we coiiunlcated together even better than Ren and I had 
We rolled over Ken and Hod. Sun en then left for a few linutei, and John 
Oault took over for her . 

for those of you who reieiber Glen Taylor, John Oault (I assume 
that this is a pseudonym) is the spitting image of Glen. I had noticed 
John Saturday morning while I was eating breakfast in the hotel 
restaurant, but felt uncomfortable about approaching him. Over the 
weekend, I noticed he had the same mannerisms, movements, and walk that 
Glen had* Talking at the table, he sounded like Glen, and to top that 
be uti «ven as cocky and know-it-all ss olen ever was. It was scary. * 
I could not concentrate, making bidding mistake after mistake. I 
eventually gave up, made my excuses, and went back to the motel. I did 
manage set up an evening game Tor after the banquet for Sharyn and 
myself, m bit of relaxing bridge to calm the nerves . 

Ifhtle I didn't enjoy tt much at the tine, upon looking back at it, 
I did enjoy the Diplomacy gaming. I got my but stomped, but I had It 
coaing after doing so well for so nany tournaments. And there is always 
ne*t year. Besides, my bridge game made up for the losses. Now, if I 
could Just do hs good in everything next year. 




A Winning Perspective 

DixieCoe continued on its rise Into becoming one of the top 
Diplomacy Cons In North America. Not only did the at tendance improve 
over the previous two years , but the geographical distribution of the 
at tenders spread. There were players from at leaat five states* 
California being the furthest traveled. The friendly atmosphere and 
warm hospital 1 t y were still present , as was the high caliber of play . 

I approached the con th in year with an ent 1 rely different frame of 
mind than the previous year. Last year I went with the full intention of 
winning the whole thing* I played very well, and managed fourth. This 
year, I decided to have fun regard leas of how I finished. Surprising* as 
that nay sound, I actual ly won the tournament * All I can conic 1 ude from 
this is that it takes more than determination to win, other factors also 
piny a big part. After all, this is the first time I haven't hnd to 
pi ay a gal net If organ Gurley * one of the beat and most consi stent pi nyers 
I have ever had the p 1 ensure of play lag agains t * 

I broke with tradition right from the beginning; and agreed to play 
in the first game of the tournament on Saturday morning 1 . tfe actually 
managed to start at 9:30* half an hour before the tournament officially 
got under way. I had never played with any of these players, and had 
only ever heard of two of them. I drew Sngland* the first time I have 
ever plnyed it in a game of Diplomacy. (I have never played Turkey 
either) I was very worried with the starting lineup, as Dick Warner 
(Russia) and Luke Pinschmitt (Germany) were both from the gaming club at 
Hary Washington College in Fredericksburg. I had faced a similar 
combination two years earlier at the first DixieCon* and did not look 
forward to this combination. I decided the best thing was to try and 
take out Oar many before Russia could threaten me direct ly. In aid of 
thlii I approached Pete Fuche (Trance) to try and get help vs. Germany, 
while getting gernle Oaklyn (Austria) and Nike Lowrey (Turkey) to 
combine against Russia. I tried to pull Bob Odear (Italy) into the 
plot, hut ha was the on 1 y one t hat showed no Interest . 

Much aa I expected, Russia went all out for Scandinavia, so much so 
that after W*01, he had F Swe plus A Flo and A StP threatening Nwy. 1 
asnsged to keep Germany in fair check with some grant help from Pete. 
The worst problem turned out to be an A/I attack on Turkey. This 
prevented Turkey from pressuring 1 Russia as he had promised, thereby 
allowing- ell the Russian strength in the north. 

The S*02 diplomacy started a tradition which was to continue 
throughout the rest of the game. This was a discussion between Russia 
and myself prior to talking to anybody elae. The fruits of theae 
dlacusslotas were very advantageoua to both of us. Dick wanted to 
demi 1 i t arise Scandinavia ( he had three un i ts in or bordering on it * 
while I had two plus two more only one move away). With great 
trepidnt ion* I agreed. I figured if I lost Norway, it would nnt be a 
"great** loaa, plus t could put my full strength againat Luke. Russia 
had built an A StP, so en attack by him would be slow and eaaily 
stopped. Pete waa still willing to wipe out Germany a lace he had no 
prob lean In the aouth. If things worked out , 1 was set up , 



Thing* did work out. Dick pulled south, I pulled mouth, and we 
were coop«r*tin| on chopping up Germany by t* 02 . We chopped in 03 , 
while Turkey fell to the A/ I onslaught deepite ioi« B-uaeian support, 

The third year wee not memorial ee far aa move go, but there wee e 
lot of diplomacy concerning my two ftf*03 builds. Both Dick end Pete put 
a lot of pressure for bul lde that were not threatening to themselves * I 
had no idea what to do. Fete bad been a great ally right frost the 
atart. but Dick end I had managed to defuee a very tease situation. I 
finally decided to go with Pete, end built r Kdl and A Lou rather than F 
Loo and F Lpl. I anticipated convoying into Norway, taking BtP, then 
■arching south, I would also heed weat through Osrmany with French 
help. 

Dick wae flabbergasted. "1 don* t want to fight you", wee the first 
thing he said to we, god do you know, we worked out a plan were ay 
builds would actually help me better in an attack on Prance than on 
Russia. Pete, knowing that ay builds signaled an anti-Russian canpaign, 
moved everything into the Med. 1 waved F Hth-Eug, F Bdi-Nth. aud F Ske- 
Hol. That fall, I convoyed into Brest (he couldn't stop it>, took Bel, 
and supported Oaratuy back into Munich* I consider this one of the beet 
stebe that I have ever pulled off. 

I siust give Pete credit. He did not fold up and die like I have 
seen eo many other players do in this situation. He fought me tooth and 
nail. He alio got a lot of support. Since Italy basically owned 
Turkey, Dob gave up a few centers to Pete to prop up his f Loots t e very 
■■art move since Bob's fleets were still in Turkey and he had no bo* a 
defease otherwise. At this point, the game had fallen into an B/B vi. 
A/F/I, with Germany to leave in 1905. 

Both Dick and myeelf were waking alow headway when lunch was 
called. He had a new rule this year, which I think was very important 
for keeping the flow of the gue going. All of the eurviving players 
had to not only go to lunch together, but they had to ait at the a see 
table. This did not allow for one clique to gang up on one player 
during the weal break and disrupt the power structure. It made for a 
wore continuous gaae. I waa impressed with this idea. at DlpCon back 
in 1386, I had a good 2-way alliance broken up this way, not because of 
any direct attack, but rather we didn't know what bad been aaid (and bow 
long the discussion had been) with the other side in the gaae. Thin 
gaae ended up in a 7-way draw becauae of this. 

After fighting a couple of more years. Bernie saw that he waa not 
getting anywhere, and actually falling back suae. He cawe to us with a 
plan for a 3-way draw. He would turn on Italy with hie armies, which 
would allow Bosnia fleets to enter the Med froa the east, and would turn 
on France with hie fleete which would give ae accesa to enter the Med 
froa the west. Ha agreed (of courts). Prior to reading tba woven, 
either Pete or Bob proposed a 6-way draw. Dick very quickly said no, to 
which they answered, "doing for the 2-way, huh?" "Actually, Dave and I 
have never discussed it , * he responded. Which wee true. The first draw 
propoeal mentioned bad been by Barnie. After Dick atabbed the hell out 
of Bernie after Bernie stabbed Bob and Pete, we still waited another 
game year to discuaa it . 

After thla point, the gaae quickly deteriorated into a major ■»■. 
Bernie got pisaad, a ay lag we bad no honor becauae we had not intended to 
include him in a 3-way draw and had atabbed him "against our word". Of 
course » when we (all four of ua ) pointed out to u« t ha t t hia waa no 
worse than hie atab of hia foraer allies, he reeponded by saying that 
his "moves had been wade to gain a better tactical situation, and war* 

not a atab." Teah, and I have aoae beach front real aetata in Arlsona 
up for aala. 

Ma wiped out Bernie, which waa a blessing becauae we no longer had 
to listen to him whine. Dick then offered to support me into an 18 
center win if I would help him to collect the other 16 supply centera. 
I counter-offered a 17-17 2-way draw, but be said that I bad played a 
great game and deeerved the wia. while I did play a good gaae, I alao 
felt that he had to, but I wasn't about to give up aomething as good as 
a win . 

Bob and Pete then came up with a perfect plan to atop ua . They 
insisted on conducting negotiations for the required 30 minutes. So we 
sat around for an hour, knocking them down to Hone and Haplea . It would 
take another hour to wipe them out, by which time it might be to lata to 
gat into the evening rounds. I waa willing to go for it since Dick had 
been such a good ally and I waa not that interested in the evening 
rounds, but Dick wanted to play that evening, eo he agreed to give me 
Berlin for the win. He ended up with 14 centers, while Bob and Pet* 
each had one. 



*+ Rick gave ne this Mia bacauee ha felt I deserved It. I did slay 
'food* but tW situation contrellod m* ior« than I controlled the 
attention. I only deaHl tarised Scandinavia because I couldn't protect 
It anyway, f ulr stabbed an« of ay ullle* bociut* I bad nobody slse to 
attach. I plcksd Fete not becnune I fait Dick would bo a bettor ally* 
bat bocouao I * |ood opportunity after baLlding for an attack on 

Dick. While I hm Baking* alow profnsi on forcing tha Mad, I really 
nonaged to flood in baennae of ■ernlen a tab, which wu Instigated by 
Bich. la* fron ay perspective, Dick played the better gene. Of course, 
now hick hao no owing bin one, no next year at BlpCon he con nek ■« to 

My necond gene, on Sunday aorning, wee fnntentic. I did play a 
great gene here, and while I ohould have gotten another win, none greet 
play by v the other players annaged to hold no to e 4-way draw. I drew 
Italy tfaia tine, ny favorite country by far. There were two players In 
thie gane that I wan feel liar with. Hark Stegaan {Austria) and Mike 
Gonualvea (werneoy). I hnd allied with both of theee playera in the 
peat with very good reenlta. Mark and I had naaeged to force e 4-way 
draw at RlpCon in 1986 agalnat overwhelming odd* after eight hours of 
play. 1 had n 2 -way with Mlhe at BlxleCon loot year in which we both 
nicked up beet country awards* I knew I could work with both under 
preaanrn el tuet ions. 

The other players were all new to no though 1 had heard of none of 
then. Jack 11*1 (France) , f r»n the Mary Washington group, and Rick 
Henderson (Turkey) were compute unknowns* June* McDonald {Bnglend) 
aeened fan! liar, while Dsn Sellers (Buss Is) had been on ny list of 
"people to play" for several yeara. 

for sone reason, I went into this gsne with the sole intention of 
winning it. I don't hnow why, but for sons reason I wanted two wins 
during this tournament. (Does anybody know if thin has ever happened 
before?) I felt that I could do it, especially since I wee playing 
Italy, but n few things hsd to happen first. My nuabar one priority had 
to be to get rid on Mnrk. There waa no way I could wio If he wne still 
■round. I respected hln to such. Secondly, 1 had to keep Mlhe occupied 
until I wns lsrge enough to push for the win. And thirdly, 1 hnd to sot 
up Den for e ■ tab ns quick ly es poes ib 1 e . 

ilploajecy went very well. I anked Mark if I could novo to Tyrolia 
to give Qerneny support egolnst the g/F el 11 once I had heard ibout. He 
was very leery, so I told hie I wouldn't do it. Mssnwhils, I was egging 
Jack into attacking Oernany, and while I didn't completely convince hln 
to do so a he did not threaten we. I set up a great all iance wl th Dan 
and Rick to destroy Austria which Meanwhile also allowed ne to set up 
against Turkey* 

Jest as I had expected, Mark noved A Tri-Tyo. This was great 
beceuee I hsd noved A Ven-Trl, while Russia went A Har-tiel. As if that 
wasn't greet enough, the fell season went even better. Turkey supported 
■e into Greece, 1 supported Russia Into Vienna, and Austria went A Ser- 
Rud sttenptlng to block arty Ruse is save Into there. As a result, Mark 
waa a one center after ful. 

There were several other advantages that wera in ny favor nt this 
point. Russia had gained three new centers, taking bin to seven. This 
node hin> the early threat , and everyone reected as such. Engl end allied 
with Qerweny to stop Dan in the north, and they convinced Turkey that he 
nleo needed to help stew the tide fron the south. Hark wss soon to be 
gone, aad while his A Tyo was a nuisance, it wes esnily disposed of in 
1902. My fleet in Greece wns in s perfect position for ny stab of 
Turkey, being able to support amies into Bui, or fleets into the 
Aegean. Plus, with Rick turning agnlnst Dan, his southern flank was 
eonpletely exposed. 

The next couple of yearn were grea t . Dnn was stopped in t he nor th , 
while he was slowed in the south. Picked up the Majority of the 
Balkans, plus a Turkish hone center. It was at that point that I 
decided to stab Ran . I don * t know the exact year because I didn * t write 
down the supply center chart, but It was one of my beat stabs ever. I 
picked up two Buss Ian centers , support ed Turkey into a third , whi le 
picking up my second Turk lsh hone center and guaranteeing the thi rd. It 
uas at this point that 1 began to seriously push for the win* 

Mike approached Be about this tine and proposed a Z-way draw, good 
enough^ to allow we to win the tournaaent and good enough to give hie a 
reapectable finish' I agreed . The deal was that 1 would clean up the 
east, while he cleaned up the west. He were not to interfere in each 
others sphere of Influence except to give token supper ts . 

1 broke this agreenent right fron the start, even though I was not 
obvious about it* I was able to play off Jack's lack of experience at 
this point. we arranged a bounce in the Western Med, which we both did. 



I also want r Tuu-NAf, and pretended that he should have (one r MAtl- 
HAf. He apologised for *cr»U| up, and than that fell I supported 
myeelf into the Western Med, moved f Tu.-flol, end A Ten-Pie, There was 
no subtlety here. Mike finally recognised that I bed every Intention of 
going for the win, end started using his ami as, which had penetrated 
deep into French territory, to prop up the French units , b locking ia 
pathway . 

In the east, 1 had not eliminated either Buss Is or Turkey, but 1 
kept playing thee bach and forth againat each other. They rent in ad 
about the but I kept getting bigger. Eventually, Dan agreed to 

support me to the win in exchange for survival at hie present else of 
three centers* I accepted, and we started to do away with Rick. 

Poor Jack. He nade a mistake with hie fleet supports, allowing s>a 
to force the Mid-Atlantic, Hike totally blew up. He celled Jack Just 
about everything he could without using a swear word. He celled it the 

stupidest moves be bed ever seen, end that he could not believe that 
Jock would abandon that good position for the second place finish I bed 
promised Jack - Jack, visibly upaet and afraid of admitting that he had 
Jus t screwed up , eaid that he had mede those moves to make the gene more 
interesting* Whatever the reaeon, Mike forced Jack into my camp even 
though he would rather have atayed allied with Mike. I didn't complain, 
never said that I had not offered Jack e second place finish* and gave 
Jack all the sympathy I could, beaming with glee on the Inside, 

We tried to get to fancy, and made little headway against the B/Q 
b lockade . Turkey waa knocked down to A Bui . And 1 had set up perfectly 
for my final atab of France. 

I convinced to England to support my F Irl-MAtl. Re was more then 
willing, since it waa a direct threet to him. Unfortunately, 1 also 
told Den that I was going to stab France. He Immediately ran to Mike 
and told him. He alao said that he would atab me that turn. That atab 
by his three center power stopped me cold. It waan't so much what he 
did , but he gave t he others hope, and they ell Jumped on me bard. 

After thinking about it for about ten minutes, 1 finally agreed to 
a 4-way draw of E/O/I/B. I was at 15 centers, which was enough to 

give me the points needed to win the t nurnament . Morgan Our ley had 
managed a win and a 3-wey draw the preceding day, but ny having those 15 
centers did it . 

I think I played a great game. My one mistake wee in telling Dan 
my plana on another part of the board which did not concern him. A very 
funny thing occurred In this game. Sarly on, maybe even before we 
began, somebody waa talking about a telenet a 1 ines * I mede the comment 
that I had never found one that couldn't be broken. I must admit, I wee 
wrong. After much thought, I discovered that I had a stalemate line set 
up at the end of this game even though nobody realised it at the time, 
Mike will probably dleagree, but look for yourself. At the end of the 
last turn (a spring aeaaon, I don't remember the year), I would have 
been at 14 centers end had the following units: Armiaa Bui, Ser, Bud, 
Tri, Tyo, Ven, Pie; and Fleete Spa(ec), NAf , Was, GoL, Con, Aeg. 1 
don't remember all the units for the other aide except for Russian F 
Sev, but it doeen't matter. Sev/Arm waa the only place to break 
through, but they needed an army to do It . A fleet could be easily 
blocked. 

I know I went on about this quite a bit , but I had e lot of fun in 
these two games . Winning he lped, but I actual ly enjoyed my second game 
more than my first one. I also proved one thing wrong. After my solo 
win the f irs t day , everyone kept telling me I would be s t arge t the 
second day. This was not the caae , rather everyone a ought me out 
ins tend* 

What elae did I doT I played Kremlin Friday and Saturday night. I 
enjoyed both gamea. While I made my run for victory la each game, I 
f el 1 short both t lmea . I can * t remember who won Friday , but they 
men aged it by sending everyone else off to Siberia. Rick Dorsey won 
Saturday night by having the most seeking luck on health roles , getting 
three per fee tly healthy Party Chiefs in office on three eons ecu t i ve 
turns. Sunday night after the official con had ended, we begen a six- 
player tmpire Builder game* Just as it waa getting interesting* most 
everybody decided to quit . I was a bit upaet , but I did have to get 
home anyway , so I took off. 

This was a greet con. 1 think that it would be able to host a very 

good DlpCoo/World DipCon next year, and hope they get the bid. If not, 

1 will atill be back. After all, I have bean told that everyone will be 
gunning after me next year . 



